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FOR THY UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, | Were your friends and particular acquaintances. Can mankind would have been annihilated. In the passage 


—-—— 


to “ Jaeob Tidd.’ 


Dear Sir,—I am sorry that you appear to be offend- 


Reply 


ed; because | studiously endeavored to use such Jan- | 
guage, in my communication to you, as should have no 
tendency to disturb your feelings, or Jead you to think | 
that | entertain any thing like animosity towards you. 
‘A soft answer turneth away wrath ; 


%9 


Solomon says ; 
put grievous words stir up anger.’? J regret, sir, that) 
your case is an exception to this rule or maxim, be- 
cause it shows that your wrath is more inveterate than 
It is true, you made me very sensible, i in | 





is ordin ary. 
fhe 
house, that you felt and exercised a very inimical spirit | 
towards universalists, for which I felt very sorry. Be- 
the recommendation which was given me of, 
yourself, led me to expect to be treated with candor: | 
and though I did not expect to hear a discourse, in all | 
‘able to my views, | had no doubt that I/ c 
entertained with the honest sentiments of a | 
good christian. [ think it must | 
strike your mind, that I met with something different | 


cause 


points, agres 


«! ould be 
On serious reflection, 
vhich | expected. Much of your discourse Was | 
d 
e 


from 4 


extremely oe inted, and delivered in a manner that in-| 


dicated an asperity entirely dissonant with ct ristian | 
sentiments or christian feelings. There were state-) 
ments too, in your discourse, which were by no means | o 
le to truth, respecting what universalists be- | 

hieve, as far as | am knowing to our own sentiments. | 
Besides all this, you advanced sentiments of your own, | 
which I never had heard before, and the consistency of 
I did not understand. Al) these things put to- | 

R rinduced me to suggest what I did, in my short | 
conimunication, written after my return from your me 
. before I retired to-rest. 

| have, now before me, all which we have written; | | 

| 


have carefully exardned all my words, to see if ] bave 


ust cause of offence; but am able to find nothing. 


riven | 
ts I felt no unfriendly emotion towards you, so I used | 
uch language as was consistent with friendly feelings ; 

but you appear to be offended with this kind of lee- 
yvage ; and in the room of its tending to neutralize the 


acrimony of your feelings, it seems to have produced a 





contrary effect. 

However, as you appear to be an exception to the | 
first clanse of the above passage, quoted from Solomon, 
so I will endeavor to be to the last. Tam happy Br. | 
Tidd, to be able to say to you, in sincerity, that J do 
not feel offended with you; and if! use no other lan- 
guage in my reply, than such as a friend would use, | | 
hope you will not be pertinacious in your unfriendly | 
If 1 had used such a 





opinion of your humble servant. 
style as yon have, do you believe that yon would L:ve 
been pleased with it, and think it becoming a disciple 
of him, who has compassion on the ignorant, and on 
{hem who are out of the way? On the other hand, 
dear sir, if you believe that the kind terms in which I 
communicated to you really indicate me an insidious 
enemy, will our readers be likely to believe that your 
style indicates a friendly, feeling heart? 

Your intimation, to the Editor, that | am determined 
to drive you into a public controversy, ought to be con- 
sidered in connexion with your public and unprovoked 
attack on me and several of my friends at your own 
house. It should alsobe considered in connexion with 
the circumstances of the case, in which it was well 
known to you, that my friends, who accompanied me, 





; equal faithfulness and in 


| you ask for. 


you, Br. Tidd, persuade yourself to believe, that it was 
more thar my duty to notice your discourse? or can 
you see in what way 1 could have noticed it with 
more friendly manner? And 
when [received your very short reply, in which you 
did not attempt to answer my questions, but declined 
| any private controversy, could | think less, than that 


ny 
“a 


| you were ready to continue the attack: you had public- 
ly commenced? If you take this subject from the be- 
must consider it, will you say | 


ginning, as our readers 
that I have driven you to a public controversy? or do| 
you think that our readers will so consider it ? 

As you think it lies with me to prove that God will | 


lowing passages: Psalm ii 8, **¢ Ask of me, and I shall 


| give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the ut- 
John | 


termost parts of the earth for thy possession.” 
vi 36, ‘“‘All that the Father giveth me shall come — 
me: and him that cometh unto me I will in no wise 

cast out.?? Psalm xxii 27, ‘All the ends of the world | 
shall remember, and turn unto the Lord; and all the 
kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee.” Ps. 
9 


ve 


Ixxxvi 9, All nations whom thou hast made shall come 
and worship before thee, O Lord; and shall] glorify thy 
name.”? John iv 24, “God is a spirit; and they that 
worsbip him must worship him in spirit and truth.” 
Eph. 1910, ‘“‘Having made known unto us the mystery 

f his will, according to his good pleasure, which he 
sath purposed in himself: that, in the dispensation of| 
the fullness of times he might gather together in one all | 
things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which 
are on earth; evenin him.” Phil. ii 9 10 11, **Where- 
fore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him 
aname which is above every name ; that in the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, 


and things in earth, and things under the earth; and | 
that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is | 


Lord, to the glory of God the Father.» 2 Cor. v 19, 


**God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, | 


not imputing their trespasscs untothem.” 1 Tim. ii 4, 
**Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto 
the knowledge of the truth.” Eph. i 11, **Who work- 
eth all things «fter the counsel of his own will.” Here 
I may end these quotations, not because many more 
passages do not read to the same purpose, but because 
these are thought to be entirely sufficient to prove what 
1 sincerely request you, dear sir, to read 
the foregoing quotations two or three times over, witha 
candid intention to allow them their most natural sense, 


:and duly consider how the passages mutually assist 


each other, and then ask yourself this question, viz. 
If these scriptures do not prove universal reconciliation 
to God, through Jesus Christ, how could divine inspir- 
ation have been so worded as to prove it? Although 
you seem to insinuate a doubt whether I really believe 
the doctrine I profess, | assure you, Br. Tidd, in the 
fear of God, that | have no more doubt concerning the 
truth of this doctrine, than | have of the truth of those 
passages above cited. The passages above quoted to 
prove universal reconciliation, equally refute your sug- 
gestion that this work of reconciliation was undertaken, 
by our Father in heaven, conditionally and at uncer- 
tainty. 

I greatly marvel, that you should quote Rom. ii 10 to 
12, to inform me what you think of the hereafter state 
of those mentioned in my first communication ; for wy 
question was stated in relation to your assertion, that 
had it not been for the atonement made by Christ, all 


quoted from Romans there is no hint given of annibila 
tion; there is no intimation concerning the hereafter 
state of any of the human family, When the apostle 
says, ‘For as many as have sinned without Jaw, shali 
also perish without law ; and as many as have sinned 
in the law, shall be judged by the law.’? Do you be- 
lieve that he meant that all who had sinned without 
_law and all who had sinned in the law should be anni- 
hilated? This, sir, is the amount of what you have 
written on the subject; but] have no idea that you 
‘understood yourself; for you cannot be ignorant of the 
| fact that St. Paul says, in the next chapter, see vers. 23, 
| 24; ‘For all have sinned and come short of the glory 


discourse which T heard you deliver in your ow n| finally reconcile all men to himself, | quote you the fol- | of God; being justified freely by his grace, through the 


redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” And further, that 
the same author says; ‘*This is a faithful saying, and wor- 
thy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
| world to save sinners, of whom! am chief.’ | humbly 
| entreat you, dear sir, to look at this subject again, and 
be so kind as to answer my questions. You seem to 
lthink that I did not ask you those questions for infor 
mation, but for some reprehensible purpose, which be- 
sure you ventured to designate, and condemn; but ft 
assure you | had no other intention than to gain infor- 
mation, either to myself, orto you. It is true, I did 
not think that you understood yourself, but of this I 
could not be certain. I therc fore stated such questions 
as I conceived would bring the absurdity of your state- 
| ments to your own understanding ; not knowing, how- 
ever, how you would answer them, or that you could 
‘not clear the whole to my satisfaction. Now, sir, if ! 
| did not endeavor, as far as possible, to exercise charity, 
|I should be inclined to think that the impropriety of 
your statement does in reality stare you im the face ; 
but that you have too much pride to acknowledge it. 
But I have a right to lean, as much as possible, to the 
side of charity, and indulge the thought, that it is possi- 
/ble that you do not see, what is so plain to be seen, 
viz. If a belief in this life in the atonement made by 
Christ is that alone which can prevent man’s annihila- 
| tion, then all the human family who did not believe in 
this atonement, of all sexes and ages are annihilated ! 
| My questions, sir, remain unanswered. And here, with 
‘leave, I take the liberty to add one question more, viz. 
By what authority do you venture to state, that were it 
not for the atonement made by Christ, man would hare 
| been annihilated, immediately after the first transgres- 
sion? You will perceive the propriety of this question, 
because when we are told such important things, we 
naturally want to know the evidence by which they 
are supported. And you will, no doubt, consider it a 
privilege to state your authority to the public, that you 
may not leave occasion for people to believe that you 
would make such a statement without plain authority. 

In reply to your questions, | observe— 

i. The damnation of hell, of which Jesus spake to 
the Jews, as recorded in Mat. xxiii. t humbly conceive 
is fully explained in the next chapter, and confined to 
that generation, as it also is in the 23d. Therefore, 
whatever might have been the vague, indefinite notions 
of the Jews, respecting future punishment, our Saviour 
gave them no reason to believe, that he had any refer- 
ence toa state beyond this mortal existence. Br. Tidd, 
as you seem disposed to predicate doctrine on the no- 
tions of Jews and Gentiles, at the time of our Saviour 
on earth, | take the liberty to ask you, if you fonnd 
your notion of annihilation on their creeds? Do not 


be offended at this retort, it is here hinted, that you 
tnay be more careful in future. 
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For a solution of Luke xii 4 5, 1 refer you to my re- 
ply to *P. B.’ in the Magazine for February 16. The 
question noticed Luke xiii 23, we are not informed 
had any reference to a future state, and if we judge by 
the whole reply we should not suppose it had. As to 
what St. Paul said respecting those that perish, to whom 
the preaching of the cross was foolishness, I understand 
him to mean in the then present tense. He did not 
speak of a perishing that was to take place in some fu- 
ture world, but the word perish meant then, in that 
time. 





You lastly ask me; ‘Is not God a uniform, unchang- 
ing Being ?”? and then you add; “‘Ifso, is he not the | 
same in scripture, that we find bim in creation, and in| 
his providence? If so, do not the greatest part of co 
comforts and happiness, here on earth, depend upon 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
51, and 2 Cor. vi 10. 
passages and he will perceive that aet (always) as used the apostle could not speak of the knowledge of God aa 


Let the reader examine those | argued, what I hardly think will be contended for, that 


in them, cannot mean eferni/y. ‘* Ye do alw ays resist any given time without implying his know ledge through- 
the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do ye.” .l-: out eternity. Mat. vi 13, ‘For thine is the kingdom, 
ways, in this text, cannot mean any more than conitn-— and the power, and the glory, eis fous aionas to the 
ually; or from one time ag foanother. ‘‘As sorrow: | 
ful, yet always rejoicing.” 


ages. Amen.’? This text is thrown out altogether by 
Always, here, has the same | Griesbach, as spurious. But even were it not, it only 
meaning ; for surely the apostle did not speak of efernal carries the mind forward to the times of the restitution 
joy. In all other places it is admitted that aet is used | or consummation of al] things, without 
in a limited or restrained sense ; as Mark xv 8, (where thing how long those periods shal) last. 


it is rendered ever) 2 Cor. iv il, 


Saying any 
Mark iti 29, 


and 2 Peter i 12;) ‘Hath not forgiveness eis fon aiona to the age, but is in 
where it is also rendered always, but no one will say | | danger aionion kriseos of continual condemnation. > The 


that it can in any one of these cases mean eferni/y.— ;w ords ets fon aiona are omitted in some copies, but ad- 
|The other part of the word on, being the present parti- | _mitting that they are genuine, they express no idea of 
ciple of the verb eimi to be, simply expresses being or | the duration of the age spoken of. Luke i 33, “‘And 
existing, without any relation to time whatsoever.— | he shall reign over the house of Israel] ezs fous aionas to 





the use or abuse of means placed by him in our hands? | Therefore, as Parkhurst justly states, ‘dion denote’ 
And likewise a great part of the miseries of the human es or continuance of time, but with great varie- 
family derive their origin from the same source? If so, | ty.” The texts which he quote s, where he supposes 
is it not quite consistent and reasonable to suppose, | that it means e/ernily, are the following, viz. Luke i 
that our future well being may depend upon our receiv- ; 55, ‘‘As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to 
ing or rejecting a freely offered gift, brought within our | | his seed, eis ton aiona fo the age.’ In the original, this 
reach?” Reply: God, | humbly conceive, isa uniform, | verse, al] except these words, ets onaiona is in a pa- 
unchanging Being ; and therefore, if we reason concern- | renthesis, which would connext the words fo the age or 


ing a future state, by way of analogy, from this, then | 
let us be careful and keep to this analogy. Frirst, ‘then, 
In this state God freely gives us our existence, compre- 

hending, all our powers and faculties, of body and of 
mind; he surrounds us with ten thousand blessings, 
which by no means depend on our agency ; and these 


blessings are continued to us, for many months, even to | 
some years, before our happiness begins to depend on | 


our own exertions, and the improvement of the abilities, 
which are given us. 

Now, sir, if you will allow that God will be as good 
to us all, in a future state, as he is in this, I will ask no 
more. He will give us that existence, with all its ap- 
pendages, give us our faculties and means as he has 
done here; and then, sir, I grant, if we abuse our pri- 
vileges, we shail thereby circumscribe our enjoyments. 

You will not contend that we have our existence in 
this werld as a condition of our obedience ; why then 
should our future existence depend on ourselves? Your 
proposed analogy destroys all you wish to support by it, 
and it establishes aJl 1 wish to contend for. I believe 
we enjoy many blessings in this life, which are not re- 
ceived through the means of what we do, and this I be- 
hieve will be the case as Jong as we exist. I moreover 
believe that God has wisely connected rational felicity 
with moral obedience, and infelicity with disobedience ; 
so that in any state our moral enjoyments, must cor- 
‘yespond with our mora! rectitude. 

Having endeavored, in this communication, to avoid 
any thing unnecessarily wounding to your feelings, a 
hope is entertained that you will put ihe most favora- 
ble construction on those parts, which may, to you, ap- 
pear exceptionable ; and if after al] you think you see 
any want of candor or brotherly love, be so good as to 
forgive me, as 1 assure you | have done, in relation to 
so much in your last, which, | think, requires the exer- 
ejse of this indispensable christian virtue. 1 remain, sir, 
yours affectionately. HOSEA BALLOU, 

Mr. Jacop Tipp. 


= (0 


From the Philadelphia Universalist Magazine. 





DURATION OF AIONION. 
[Concluded.] 


Aion is evidently a compound word, composed of 
“mei (semper) always, (the e being dropped) and on (ens) 
existing, or being, which would seem to make out al- 
ways existing, or always being. But when we come to 
examine these words, we find that the use made of 
them will not bear such a construction, unless it be in 
a limited sense. The only texts quoted by Parkhurst 
where aciis pretended to be unrestrained, are Acts vii 


| forever, with verse 54. In Grigspacn, the words as 
he spake to our fathers, only, are in a parenthesis, and 
tinstead of eis donaiona has eos aionos, which does not 
materially vary the meaning. The text might, there- 
fore, according to Griesbach, read thus, (which is the 
_ translation of Dr. Campbell,) ‘He supporteth Israel his 
|servant (as he promised to our fathers,) ever inclining 
| to mercy towards Abraham and his seed.”? This being 
the sense of the passage, who can say that the word 
ever, in this text, necessarily means any thing more 
than continually 2—Acts xv 18. ‘*Known unto God 
are all his works from the beginning of aionos the world.” 
Can this mean elernity? This text is mostly left out in 
Griesbach ; and which, according to him, is rendered 
in the improved version thus, *Saith the Lord, who do- 
eth these things (which were) known (to him) ap’ 
aiunos of old.”?’ The words inclosed in parentheses are 
supplied. Now whether we render the words ap’ 
aionos from the beginning of the world, from the age, 
of old, or in what way soever they may be rendered, 
how can we understand from them eternity? And ev- 
en should it be admitted that the text would be equally 
true if we should substitute efernify for aionos y~t it 
would not necessarily follow that aionos means efernity, 
even in this text; for, supposing I should say, that a 
thing existed long ago, which thing ever existed, does it 
necessarily follow that long ago must have the meaning 
of ever in that sentence? Certainly not. For I might 
not mean to speak of the eternal existence of the tiling, 
although | might believe at the same time that that was 
the fact. We have the same expression in Acts iii 2]. 
**Which God hath spoken by the mouth of al] his holy 
prophets, ap’ aionos in the age.”?’ In whatage? Ans. 
In the age ef the prophets, or in which the prophets 
lived. In justification of rendering apo in, see Mack- 
night, who refers to 2 Cor. i. 14. “SAlso ye have (apo 
merous) in part acknowledges.’’ But can we say thai 
God has spoken by the prophets from eternity? Cer- 
tainly not. Yet he has spoken ap’ aionos, and what is 
the reason that the apostle might not speak of the same 
thing, and allude to the same time in Acts xv 18? For 
the apostle does not say to whom these things were 
known,—that is left to be supplied ; let us then, in- 
stead of the words to him, supply the words to the holy 
prophets, and then the text will read thus, ‘‘ Who doeth 
these things known (to the holy prophets) ap’ aienos 
in (that) age.””> Then you have exactly the same fori 
of expression as in Acts iii 21, and the words then must 
have the same meaning. how can it alter the 
meaning of the words ap’ aionos, in relation to the 
same subject, because itis the knowledge of God which 
is spoken of, and not the knowledge of man? Jf this 
should alter the meaning of those words, the reason is 
entirely out of my sight; ubless, however, it should be 


Now, 





the ages.» See above on Mat. vi 13. That this 
not mean eternity, is evident from 1 Cor. xv 24 


which see. 


can- 
28, 
When Christ shall give up the kingdom, 
he will no longer reign as king. John iv. 14, “But 
whosoever shall drink of the water which I shall vive 
him, shall not thirst eis tous aionas to the age.” This 
and all similar passages, instead of speaking of the du- 
ration of the period, called in the text ton aiona the 
age, rather speak of the time from the then present 
time to the time, or to the commencement of the time, 

spoken of as an important period called the age, or in 
some passages (see Mat. xii 34. Eph. i 21, ii 7,) the 
coming age or Ch. vi 51, “If any 
this bread, he shall live eis ton aiona to the ave.’ ‘his 
is similar to the passage above. Eph. iii 11, Ne ord. 
ing to a predisposition ton aionon of the ages, which h: 
made in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

lation. 


ages. man @€at of 


Wakefield’s trans- 
“*According to the purpose, or design, of the 
age, [ plur. for sing. superlative] which is constituted 
by Christ Jesus.” See Im. Ver. note. This certainly 
cannot mean elernity. 1 Tim.i17, **Now unto the 
King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only [wise] God, 
be honor and glory eis tous aionas ton aionon to the 
age of ages.” See what has been said above, on Joha 
iv 14, which will also apply here. But how can ages 
of ages, ever so many times repeated, mean eternity ? 
The reader may also examine Gal.i5. Rev. i 6, 18. 
v 14. x 6. xiv 11. xv 7. xx 10; in all of which the 
above phrase is used, which literally is to the ages of 
ages. 2 Peter iii 18, **To him be glory both now and 
eis emevan aionos to the day ofage.”’ This, Parkhurst 
and others say, is literally the day of eternity: but why 
should aionos here have a different meaning from what 
it has in other places? Besides, the day spoken of ia 
the chapter, called the day of the Lord, [sce verse 10) 
which is evidently the day alluded to here, is the day 
of the consummation of all things; which must and 
will take place before Christ shall deliver up the king- 
dom to the Father, {‘‘For he must reign until he hath 
put all enemies under his feet,’’?] and Christ will de- 
liver up the kingdom to God, even the Father [see 1 
Cor. xv 24,] before eternity, properly speaking, will 
commence, or in other words, before the dispensation 
of the fulness of times [see Eph. i. 10.] shall be closed. 
Now, I apprehend, that none of the periods spoken of 
in scripture, expressed by aion, plur. aioncs, or the ad- 
jective derived from that substantive, sionion, necessa- 
rily carry the mind beyond the consummation, or re- 
stitution of al] things. ‘There was no occasion of ex- 
pressing periods beyond this, but when the apostle 
speaks of that life which extends into eternity, he calls 
it zoes Akatalutou indissoluble life! Heb. vii 16, The 
‘Incorruptible God.’ [Rom. i 23,] even ‘the Father 
of our Lord Jesns Christ,’? according to his abundant 
inercy, hath begotion us again unto a lively hope, by 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an 
‘inheritance incorruptible,’ Mc. So it will be perceiv- 
ed that the life given us in Christ cannot be dissolved, 
for it is indassoluble, and our inheritance, partaking of 


the nature of God, is incorruptible! There is no more 


danger therefore, that it should ever fade away, than 








there is that God will cease to exist. 


See 1 Peteri 4, 
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I have extended this note beyond what wos antici-| 
pated when I commenced it, but not beyond what has! 
been thought necessary to give a full and complete elu- 
cidation of the subject. 


—— 0) a 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





Mr. Editor,—In your last I noticed some remarks of 
*M. B. B.2 on my 3d number of Future Punishment, 
intending, | presume, to convict me of inconsistency or 
eontradictions in my observation. After reading it once 
over, a thought struck me that his communication, in 
one respect, bore an analogy to Grimalkin in the fable, 
who was duped by the Ape to use the paws of the for- 
mer for a poker, lest he should singe his own. But to 
be serious and not sarcastic, |] acknowledge I did assert 
that the prophecy of the destruction of the city of Jeru- 
salem might have an allusion, [in the mind of Jesus and 
perhaps his apostles] to the great and final day of the 
ford. When I observed that I was far from the opin- 
ioh, that this prophecy in part, related to the final 
judgment, I meant to oppose those opinions, enter- 
tained by many, that the latter part, or concluding 
verses of it, pointed out the day of judgment—while the 
first part of it had no relation thereto. 

Having a mere allusion, and reJating in part, are very 
different expressions, and carry with them very differ- 
ent and distinct ideas. I have not predicated any ar- 


inerefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire, 
so shall it be in the end of this world. ‘The Son of man, | 
shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather ont of | 
his kingdom all things that do offend, and them which | 
do iniquity —and shall cast thesn into a furnace of fire ; | 
there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then | 
shall the righteous shine forth as the sun into the king- | 
dom of their Father; who hath ears to hear let him, 
hear. 

I consider the parable just transcribed, one, which | 
deserves our most serious consideration. Here is a 
pluin end unequivocal declaration by our Saviour him- 
self in bis interpretation of this parable, that the tares 
are the children of the wicked one—that these same 
tares are gathered and burned in the fire. The Son of} 
man shal] send forth his angels and they shal] gather 
out of his kingdom al! things that offend, and them 
which do iniquity—and shall cast them [refering to 
persons] into a furnace of fire, there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.’? Here is the great master-key 
to the whole of the mysterious dispensation of heaven, 
which suffers some to continue in sin and iniquity to’ 
the close of their lives without inficting on them the! 
punishment due to their crimes. We here distinctly | 
see that God, has appsinted a day, when every defi- 
ciency in his administration shal! be supplied, and eve- 
ry seeming disproportion and inequality shall be rec- 
tified. 

The doctrine, therefore, that inculcates the idea that 








cuments however upon this allusion, as the writer sup- 
poses, As a believer in future punishment I havea 
right to the opinion that our Saviour meght allude in 
the destruction of this city to the end of the world— 
and perhaps while he was thus instructing his apostles 
in what would come to pass in (hat generation, was at 
the same time rendermg it a type of the dissolution of 
all things. Let this be as it may, it is of very little im- 
portance to the doctrine I am advocating, so long as 
testimony from holy writ, clear as the noon day sun, 
can be adduced to substantiate the fact of future pun- 
ishment. I shall be brief in my remarks, and reserve 
what further I have to say until | commence my num- 
bers on the prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem, 
so much desired by *M. B. B.? Though I am consid- 
ered by him incompetent to attemptit. JUSTITIA. 
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FUTURE PUNISHMENT.—No. 5. 


“The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which 
sowed good seed in his field; but while men slept his 
enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and 
went his way. But when the blade was sprung up, 
and brought forth fruit there appeared the tares also. 
So the servants of the householder came and said unto 
him, sir didst thou not sow good seed in thy field ; from 
whence then hath it tares? He said unto them an ene- 
my kath done this. The servants said unto him wilt 
thou then that we go and gather them up? but he sai’ 
nay, lest while ye gather up the tares ye root up also 
the wheat with them. Let both grow together until 
the harvest; and in the time of harvest I will say to 
the reapers, gather ye together first the tares and bind 
them in bundles to burn them, but gather the wheat into 
my barn.” 

After our Saviour had uttered this parable, together 
with one or two more very short ones, he sent the mul- 
titude away, and went into the house, and his disciples 
came unto him saying, declare unto us the parable of 
the iares of the field. He accordingly acquiesces in 
their request, and goes on to observe—He that soweth 
the good seed isthe Sonof man. The field is the world; 
the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but 
the tares are the children of the wicked one. The en- 
The harvest is the 


As 


emy that sowed them is the devil. 
end ef the world, and the reapers are the angels. 


| punishment ? 


human suffering will terminate at death, is contrary 
| both to human reason and divine revelation. 

| In the present imperfect sense of things, the virtuous 
| and the wicked are so intermingled, and so connected 
| with each other, that it is frequently impossible to pun- 
lish the guilty without involving the innocent in their 
sufferings. In the case of sinful nations, or large bodies 
of men, this is very apparent. It may happen that a 
very considerable part of a great community, may be 
guilty of the most enormous crimes ; of oppression, in- 
justice, ambition, cruelty, murder and impiety, and we 
are apt to call out immediately for exemplary ven- 
geance on such wretches as these. But if this ven- 
geance were to be executed in all its extent; if this 
people were to be extirpated by fire and sword, or to 
be destroyed by famine, by pestilence or earthquake, it 
is evident that great numbers of innocent persons 1 
perish in this general wreck, and that the wheat would 
be “rooted up with the tares,”? 
however, that cases of this kind, though applicable to 
nations, will not hold good with respect to individuals. 
It may be said that single offenders at least may be cut 
off without doing injury to the innocent or virtuous. 
But is this a fact which at all times can be safely as- 
sumed? Is the criminal whom you wish to see chastis- 
ed, a perfectly unconnected, solitary, and isolated be- 
ing? Has he no wife or children, no relations, no de- 
pendants, thet look up to him for assistance or support ? 
| And would you have the righteous Governor of the 
universe, make no distinction in the infliction of the 
Should we not rather adopt the pathetic 
Janguage of Abraham, when he is pleading with the Al- 
mighty for Sodom and Gomorrah, “wilt thou slay the 
righteous with the wicked? that be far from thee— 
Shall not the judge of all the earth do right.” ‘*Be- 
cause sentence against an evil work is not executed 
speedily, therefore the hearts of the sons of men are ful- 
ly set in them to do evil.» But the Lord is not slack 
concerning his promise, as some men count slackness ; 
he only awaits for the proper season of doing all that 
hitherto, remains undone. Human weakness indeed, 
by asmal]] delay of punishing may lose the power of do- 
**But in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting 





ing it forever. 
strength.” 
Fiernity itself will make no change in his abhorence 





of wickedness, nor wil] any thing either transport him 


It may be thought | 


to act before his appointed time, or prevail upon him to 
give a respite when that time arrives. In his infinite 
wisdom, he has marked out a period for the fina] judg- 
ment cf men. And undoubtedly it may produce ad- 
vantages of unspeakable moment thus to defer justice, 
with a design of rendering some chosen parts of dura- 
ration memorable throughout the universe, by a more 
extensive and illustrious exercise of it. JUSTITIA. 


——— 


Indefatigable Labors. 


We recently looked over a number of Missionary 
Magazines, and read the letters of the Ragoon mission- 
aries, which teem with expressions of their incessant 
and hard labors, &c. There is something very myste- 
rious and unaccountable in all this. In the firet place, 
it is confessed that the gevernment is opposed to the 
undertaking. Secondly, that they have done little or 
nothing. Thirdly, that they did not expect to d 
much, ifany thing. And, fourthly, a letter from a wife 
of a missionary, states, in particular, that they hac 
something like half a dozen of the natives in thei: 
school :—rather more than one scholar to a teacher !-- 
And to cap the climax of human achievement and ex 
ertion, Mr. Judson sat all day, in one apartment of the 
school, [which was open to the street,}] and when any 
of the natives passed, cried out, ‘Ho! every one tha’ 
thirsteth,”’ &c. Great doings, these!—N. Y. Herald 
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To Readers and Correspondents. 


‘X. G***'s? question proposed to Rev. H. Ballou is 
prefaced iv such words, that he requires the interroga- 
tor’s real name. When this is given, he will answer 
the question to the best of his understanding. 


‘Pp B.” is received and will be attended to. 


** Oxford,” ** Esmos,” **G. B. L.”? ‘“*Lay Preacher,” 
‘Seek Truth,’ and ‘*Bereanus,”’ are received and will 
be published as soon as we can find room. 





** Restorationist” is received and will appear in the 
next paper. 


“M. G****,? not admissible. 
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MARRIED, 
In this City.—By the Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Mr. Jotham 
|H. Williams to Miss Sarah Trask. 

By the Rev. Mr. Eaton, in the North Church, Mr. 
George Fracker, of this city, to Miss Lucy Ann Pit- 
man, of Portsmouth, N. H. 

By the Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. Adam Allen to Miss Ab- 
by Ann Edes, formerly of Newburyport. 

















DIED, 

In this City. —Miss Mary Alleutt, aged 24. Mrs. 
Sally S. Porter, wife of Mr. David Porter, 31. George 
Darracott, infant child of Mr. James Clark. 

In Providence, R.I. On Friday morning last| March} | 
suddenly, Mrs. Mare HartsHorn, wife of Charles 
Hartshorn, Esq. and daughter of the late Andrew Water- 
man, Esq. of Smithfield, aged 52 years. Toa bereaved 
husband and numerous relatives, this dispensation of 
Divine Providence is a peculiar affliction. In her were 
united all the tender charities of human nature; though 
unostentatious and unassuming, the orphan and the 
poor who have been clothed and fed at her door will’ 
long remember their friend and benefactor, who never 
refused the tear of sympathy for their distresses or heard 
their petitions for relief in vain ; her path through life 
was one continued walk of virtue and piety, reflecting 
her own light on all who wereso happy as to come 
within her sphere. A step-mother during a number of 
years to a large family of children, to whom the was 
rendered an object of veneration by her domestic vir- 
tues and benevolent affections, she lived a practical 
commentary on her own religions creed, and is believed 
to be one of those exceptions to human nature, of whom 
it may be said, she lived in the universal esleem of ali . 
and died without an enemy.”—Prov. Pat. 

In Cumberland, Mr. Joe} Whipple, in the 79th year 
ofhisage. Mrs. Lydia Weeden, widow of the late Mr. 





Isaac Weeden, of N. York, in the 58th year of her age. 
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POET’S CORNER. 


SELECTED. 


LINES BY A YOUNG LADY, 


Far from the bustling world and noisy crowd ; 
Far from the vain, the wealthy, and the proud ; 
Far from the midnight dance, and foolish play ; 
Far from the thoughtless, and the giddy gay ; 
Yar from the flatterer, whose breath would taint 
The spotless virtue of the brightest saint ; 

Far from all these and many other foes 

To peace and quiet rest, in soft repose 

I°d live remote ; nor should I wish to see 

Their sportive carol, or their festive glee ; 

But in a humble, quiet, peaceful shade 

My little farar and lands should all be laid. 

A little dwelling, tidy, clean and neat, 

Should be erected near a country seat; 

With many shades and walks encompass’d round, 
Hemlock and pine, and maple, should abound ; 
Variety of flowers, and other shrub, 

Which grow profusely in the neighboring wood, 
Should be transplanted round my little cell, 
Where peace and harmony should always dwell. 
I’d have a husband, whose exemplary life 
Would hush contention and would silence strife ; 
His reason all his actions should controul, 

His temper even, generous his soul ; 

His aspect mild, as when the opening day } 
Dispels the dark, and drives each cloud away ; 
Awake to pity’s cal] should he be found, 

And meekness, kindness, eharity abound ; 

The law of God should be his chief delight, 
«The only Jaw that can direct him right.) 

To him, as to a father, I'd submit, 

This pleasant bondage would indeed be sweet. 
Our chief delight should be, to pray to him, 
Whose we both are, to keep us safe from sin ; 
And would endeavor to direct our choice 

To endless bliss and everlasting joys ; 

That when our pilgrimage on earth shall end, 
We might together be prepared to spend 

A blest eternity with God above, 

And shout the praises of redeeming Jove. 








——— 





&<3>The following essay, is from a paper printed in Wis- 
casset, called the ‘ Lincoln latelligencer ;’ and is one 
of a series of numbers commenced in that paper, un- 
Cer the head of ‘ Christian Monitor.’ It appears to 
be written in a style purely simple and perspicuous— 
and breathes that spirit of benevolence and love which 
are the truest traits of a christian heart, 


The present is a period peculiarly favorable to our 
spiritual and eternal interests. The Lord verily is visit- 
ing the earth with wonderful manifestations of his grace. 
Multitudes are laying aside the weapons of their rebel- 
lion, becoming acquainted with the word of life and de- 
claring allegiance to the Prince of Peace. Im sucha 
period, it concerns us to acknowledge and celebrate 
the goodness and mercy of God in the progress of the 
gospel, to become personal partakers of heavenly bless- 
ings in Christ Jesus, and active agents in spreading 
these rich, spiritual blessings ameng those around us. 
The holy prophets, we recollect, point our attention to 
a happy and glorious era, which awaits the church.— 
Among the.circumstances and events, which it is sup- 
posed will distinguish and mark this era are the follow- 
ing, viz. the conversion and return of the Jews, the pre- 
valence of universal peace throughout the world, the 
general harmony and co-operation of all earthly gov- 
ernments under that mild and glorious dominion, which 
consists of righteousmees, peace and joy. On careful 
inquiry, and after much patient and persevering re- 
search into the scheme of prophesy, Expositors and 
Commentators and others, of high standing in the liter- 
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ary and christian world, lead us to expect glorious 
things concerning Zion. Many, who have written 
largely and learnedly on the prophecies, express bright- 
ened hopes and pleasing anticipations, that the period 


(is not far distant, when the triumphs of truth and righ-; place after the death of this mortal bod 
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truly surprising—because the apostle expressly declares, 


that ** all have sinned and come short of the glory of 


God.” Rom, i133, Future punishment, sir, if | under 
stand it correctly, means a punishment, ages is to tuke 


Phe ques- 


| teousne ss shal] spread and prevail over the earth. ‘The tion is, what are people doing, when PGi and buried? 


| cheering persuasion appears to rest not merely upon the | 


The scripture says, ‘*Whatsoever thy hand findeth to 


| various predictions which distinctly mark such a period | do, do it with thy might: for there is no work, nor de 
| OF peace and prosperity fo the chure h; but also upon | rice, nor knowledge, nor wisdoin in the grave, whither 


‘the general system of the divine administration, Two 


‘thousand years rolled away before the Law was given 


| upon Mount Sinai, About the same period the Jewish 
taltars were strained by the blood ef appointed sacrifices! must sleep. Paul says, “‘we shall not all sleep? — 
before the Gospel brought life and immortality to light, | are fallen asleep,” &c. 
before the Lamb of God offered himself a sacrifice for: 
' Lord. Mat. v 28 29, “The hour is coming, in the 





| 


| 
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from the least to the greatest, 


| where he witnesses the universal diffusion of knowledge, 


the sins of the world, And it is by many confiden'!; 
believed, that when the christian church shall ! 


. ° . } 
honored him, who once made himself an offering for sin, | 


during the same period, 2000 years, a day will open 
upon the church and world peculiarly happy and glo- 
rious, After the expiration of six thousand years, ac- 
cording to the three periods above named, a season of 
tranquility, righteousness and peace, will succeed, 
when God, by manifestations of his favor and love, shall 
dwell on the earth, and when all shall know the Lord 
The prophetic visions of 
‘Isaiah are peculiarly clear, distinct and definite. He 
‘seems enraptured with the brightening prospects which 
opens before him. Ele is transported into future time, 





where he beholds the Redeemer triumphantly coming 


| thou goest.”? Eccl. ix 10. It appears by the above 


quotation, that there is not any thing going on, after 
the body is laid away in the dust—of course the dead 
**some 
The next question, will the 


dead ever rise ? Let us read the say ings of our blessed 


ve; which, all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 


and shall come forth ; they that have done good unto 
the resurrection of life, and they that have done evit 
unto the resurrection of damnation.”’ | cannot believe 
in any punishment, other than self-condemnation, or in 
the Janguage of scripture, the ‘ wood, hay, and stubble.’ 


of the unrighteous, being consumed by the presence of 


our Lord and Saviour, for the following reasons, name ly, 
Our Lord when in the days of his flesh, was all love snd 
humanity, and | know he has not Jost any of his origi- 
ginal Jove, by being raised above ‘all principalities 
and powers,”’ but will, like his prototype, (Joseph,) in 
the resurrection hour, proclaim this glorious message of 
peace—‘‘Be not grieved nor angry with yourselves,— 
| Ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto 


| to Zion, where he sees the mountain of the Lord’s | | good—to sa ve much people alive.*’ Gen. xlv 5. ] 20. 


| house established upon the tops of the mountains and 


exalted above the hills, and all nations approaching and | 
| ° ° ~ a ° . . 
‘entering it, from the east and from the west, from the | it is raised in Incorruption.”? This, sir, must mean no 


j 


/ north and from the south. 


| joy to the church, has been placed by respectable auth- 


} ors not more than fifty or sixty years from the present | ment. 
time. The very thought is animating. According to| 





calculations, which have been the result of much re-| 
search, both in onr own country and abroad, many | 
now in childhood and early youth wil! witness the full | 
dawn of that Juminous and happy period. What pow- 
erful motives we have then to exert our moral energies 
in the cause of truth and prepare the way of the Lord! 
What a deep interest we ought to feel in making early 
religious impressions upon the minds of our children, 
both by instructions and example, so that they may be 
inclined to remember their Creator, and personally con- 
tribute to the prevalence of peace, virtue and happiness. 
We have no reason to expect that such a glorious day 
will be ushered in by a series of miracles, as was the 
case when christianity was in an infant state and re- 
quired miracles to nurse it. But we apprehend that 
the peaceable principles of our holy religion will be- 
come efficacious, a general and prevailing efficacy will 
attend God’s written and preached word, peace, truth 
and righteousness, like the rays of light, will visit, per- | 
vade and bless the habitations of men. The animal | 
world will largely partake of the happy consequences of 
the expected change. As the whole creation hath 

groaned under the burdens imposed by a sinful world, 

so tht whole creation will rejoice in that day of millen- 

nial light and4riumphant grace. Arise, O Lord, and 

enter into thy rest, thou and the ark of thy strength ; 

let thy priests be clothed with righteousness, and thy 

sails shout for joy ; and hasten the time to favor Zion. 


——LEED 2 a 


The opening of this glo-| less than a sound and good constitution. 
| tious season, this rin 0H day, this sabbath of rest and ; in dishonor, it is raised in glory.” 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





Mr. Editor,—In your paper of Jate, the readers, | 
should suppose, were tormented with future punish- 
ment full enough: What the cause can be that ehris- 
tians, professing to believe the universal love of God, 
throngh his Son Jesus Chrst, in attempting to prove 


that which brings them in the same condemnation, is} 





Again, St. Paul, speaking of the resurrection of the 
dead says, 1 Cor. xv 42—44, “it issown in corruption, 
“It is sown 
A persog raised in 
glory, cannot, in my opinion, be subjected to pun 
“It is sown in weakness, it is raised in powe ? 
A person in power cannot be a swbject of ponishme: t. 
“It is sown a natural body, if is raised a spiritual | body; 
or what I understand being born of God. In the above 
passages, Pau] makes no distinction between the wick- 
ed and the good, between the unjust and just; but il 
lustrates his subject with the following langue ge—**As 
we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also 
bear the image of the heavenly.” y 49, 

Again, in Eph. i 10, “:That in the dispensation of the 
fullness of times, he might gather together in one, all 
things in Christ, bofh which are in heaven, and which 
are on earth, even in him.” There is certainly no dis- 
tinction in the above, between the wicked and the good, 
neither is there the least intimation of punishment. 

1 will conclude my remarks with the following froin 
the revelation of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, de- 
livered unto his servant Jolin, for the edification of be- 
lievers inthe ‘common salvation.’ It is the following ; 
“Every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, 
and under the earth, and such as are m the sea, and all 
that are i them, heard I saying, blessing and honor, 
ain] glory end power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb, forever and ever.”? Rev. v 
13. It appears, sir, from the preceding quotation, that 
every creature is to participate ia offering up praise and 
thanksgiving, to Him who is maker of all things, and to 
Him who is heir of ali things. If any of these erea- 
tures are objects of punishment, and undergoing the 
same, | should think they would not have a spirit for 
praise. Now to Him, who saith in the language of re- 
velution, “Surely I come quickly. Amen.” Let us 
response in the same language, ‘‘ven so come, Lord 
Jesus. The grace of our ae Jesus Christ be with 
you all. Amen.” JOHN, 





Whittemore’s Thanksgiving Sermon. 


UST received and for sale at this office, a few co- 
pies of a Sermon delivered in Milford, Mass. on the 
Gth of Dec, Jast, by Rev. Taomas WairremMore, 
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